Negatives Of Facebaok
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Speaker Joslh Guaderson presepfed a progea on the pros oo cois o Facebook aed cther sootal net-
wanking sites fo students aod parents apd stall at both the Pittaburnr and Colobrook selionds this week,
He iz slawn fere during s Colebrook prevomiation on Tiresday mislht, Charder Jordan phota,

Also included are 50 student
hamdouts, a comprebensive en-
erpy plossary, and a sowrces st
that provides linke to other ex-
callent resonrces. NorthWoods
will also  have available
far checkout elassroarm kits that
contain apecial equipment that
can be uged in teaching thees
legsans

The Power for Change initia:
tive at NorthWoeods was begun
in 2007 and hae incloded instal-
lation of renewabls energy avs-
tems at the NorthWoods facility
as well as a number of eduoca-
tion workehops and resonrees
for all ages

To reserve a copy of the new
curricnlum, plense contact the
Education department at (B02)
TEF6661, ext1156. For more
informention, wisit www.north-
wondscenter.arg.

ON FACEBOOK

PROGEAM IN SCHOOLS

Thie week, stndents in Pitis-
burg and Colebrook schools
heard speaker Joch Guoderson
gpeak about the proe and cons
af social networking and texting

on eell phones. Gunderson also
presented  two  evening  pro-
grame for parents and members
af the community whoe wanted
to learn more about Facabook,
Twitter and MySpace—the
papular secal networking sites.
“Lotes of parente say the don’t
understand the technical aspect
af Facehooking. 1 tell them it's
the same as it’s always heen—
like writing in a jourmal. Oaly
now, it'e blogging, but the infor-
meation iz now online for the
entire world to see” he said
durdng his semdnar in Cole-
brook. “Being online neans lap-
tops, cell phones, emnil, social
networking, That's really
great—when  yoo're uasing it
responsibly,” e sald.

“Hid's are uploading a photo
of themselves om the Intermet
and not thinking aboat it,” snid
Gunderson. “When you're
anline, think about it so wou
don't end up in the principals
affice or suspended from school
or a sports team,” he arged.

The fastest growing demo-
graphic of Facebook ueers, he
zaid, are age 66 amd older, “So

Colebrook Arrdemy s National Honer Spejety beld o fundea
nadieek Compregationas! Chordl i Colsbrock, Froe the Jaft,
Ivn Bowchard, Advicer Kiisrin Breoks, Adviser Rebert Ko
Dang Spwch and Mardha Walls. Charles Jordan phora

it's the parents, and the
pedofiles,” warned Gunderson.
“‘MyEpace found and removed
about 50,000 people from their
nzers list—they ware registered
sex offenders. They were re-
moved becagss they used their
actual names and were easzy to
find., Facebook removed about
100,000,

On the positive side of Face-
boak, Gunderson noted that s
a gopd way fo stay conmected
with friends, especially for
someone who is on the rond a
lot. Being part of a Facebook
“gronp,” he said, iz just like
being a part of & book gronp

Hiz warnings to students
and parents were: be careful
aboul revealing too muoch per-
ponal  informeation;  pepresent
yourself in & way that yom
would not be embarmssed if
your employer ar your pgraml-
mother saw vour information
represent your friends in ways
that they wonld not be embar-
rassed. "Moo matter how private
you sel vour settings, peaple
will be able to find you,” he

(Continued on page 9}

(Continued from page 8)
gaid. “Cur personal identities
arent so personal  anymore.
Don't uplead that you are going
away for a long weekend—
someone sees that, they can
and will break inte your home,”
he said. “Be careful what you
eay to your friends. If vou say
T going to beat you up after
echool,” even though vou might
say just kidding,” a teacher or a
princdpal can see that and take
it az a threat toward another
etudent.”

With cell phones, explained
Gunderson, siudent= are (nd-
ing themselvez in trouble for
texting during claze oF sexting.
An example he cited for sexcting
happened in a school when a
boy's cell phone was confiscated
by the teacher. The teacher
went to turn off the phons, and
saw the boy's wallpaper was a
racy image af classmates. The
phome with the image was
turned over to the police, who
arrested the girle for manafac-

turing child pornography and
arrested the boy for poessssing
child pornography. The sto-
dents, ages 14 and 15, are now
repigtered sex offendere for the
rest of their lives,” said Guonder-
B0

In the end, sald Guoderson,
there’s no 100 percent zafe way
to be online. *1 don't enconrage
weh filtering or blocks, because
kids can get aronnd it,” he said.
“Sit down and have a conversa-
tion with your kide. Set the
rules apd the punishment for
internet and cell phone ase.
Create contracts for the online
uze, amd the Kidzs and the par-
ents meed to nske the pledge
together,” he sugmested

Colebrock Elementary Schoal
Prncipal Mary Jolles said at
the meeting that zhe finde ic
diffienlt for kide to coms for-
ward amd tell teachers or ad-
ministrators when something 1=
wrong—ench az eyber-bullyving.
“They wich desperately for
adultz to notice the behavior

and it's gratifving to caich
soaneome 1o the act. Batl we need
to get kide to at least tell a
friend, or a paremt, and that
parent can coms to me,” she
said. Colebrook Academy Prin-
cipal Joanne Melanson sald
that for her it's havd to dietin-
guish if it is bullying, “If one
student on the bus says some-
thing bad to someons else on
the bug, da I eall them inta the
affice, or do | monitor the situa-
tion? It may lock like I'm not
dodng something, but [ have ta
be careful how | handle the
gitnation.” Cunderson replied,
"We've becomse a very hypersen-
sitive cultore. Yes, somehody's
golng Lo call you a ‘butthead' on
the bue, and no we don't need to
call parents in, bat you have to
watch to see if it escalates.”

In Patisburg, Guooderson
gave his presentation Lo a group
of parentz and teachers, with
vary little questions or conver-
sation at the end. He was asked
by parent Richard Juodd bow io
proceed once a parent feels that
a gchool's hands are tied after a
bully has been reprimanded
Gunderson told Judd “That’s a
huge gray area, and it depends
on the policy of the selweol. But 1
sugpest talking to local law en-
forcement.” Judd asked, if &
parent feels that leeal enforce-
ment ie not enowgh, where to go
from there, and Gunderson told
Judd, *It will end np in the
courts, depending on the situa-
tion ™

Colebrook echool beard mem-
ber Peter Weiner summed up
the two-day event when he said
that schosle have become ol
only absut curmicolumm, bat alzo
abont learming social values,
“like kindness,” he said.

—lanna Jordan

GABRIELLE LEPINE

WAS ALSD THERE
In follow op to the press re-
lemse published last week, the
members of the Groveion Ea-
gles FOCLA would like to take
this opportunity to infom the
public that Gabrielle Lepine
was al=e in attendance at the
Spring Conference in Bartlett.
She presided over the confer-
ence as the State President and



